Top tips for your dissertation overview speed presentation.
What Makes an Excellent Speed Presentation?
Main point is the have a clear research question that is clearly worded. 
A strong research question:
· is specific (species, site, variable)
· is measurable
· links to a clear method
· is written in plain, direct language
· allows logical predictions
Things to consider
✔ Clarity
· One idea per slide
· Very large text (minimum 28 pt)
· No paragraphs or dense walls of text
· Use diagrams/simple images only
✔ Conciseness
· Distil ideas to the essentials
· Remove unnecessary background
· Keep explanations tight
✔ Timing Discipline
· Rehearse repeatedly
· Aim for 4:45 in practice
· Use a timer when rehearsing
✔ Professional Delivery
· Confident but natural tone
· Stand still; don’t pace
· Maintain eye contact
· Speak slightly slower than normal
· Don’t read from notes
✔ Strong Visual Support
· Use graphs, site maps, and images to show—not tell
· Avoid complex charts
· Use colour meaningfully (e.g., highlight key trends)
· Ensure accessibility (high contrast, readable fonts)
5️⃣ Common Mistakes to Avoid
· ❌ Too much content for 5 minutes
· ❌ Reading directly from slides
· ❌ Spending too long on background
· ❌ Overly detailed methodology
· ❌ Excessive animations or transitions
· ❌ No stated research question
· ❌ Predictions that don’t link to theory
· ❌ Ignoring the time limit
A good rule:
👉 If it doesn’t help your audience understand your research question or approach, remove it.

Your 5 minutes should cover:
🔹 1. Background / Context (45–60 seconds)
· What is the broader ecological/agricultural/zoological issue?
· Why does it matter (environmentally, socially, or economically)?
· Very brief literature context: what we already know.
🔹 2. The Research Question (30–45 seconds)
· “My dissertation investigates…”
· Be specific, focused, and concise.
🔹 3. Why You Chose This Topic (20–30 seconds)
· Professional relevance
· Personal interest
· Link to industry / conservation priorities
· Gap in understanding
🔹 4. Methods (1–1.5 minutes)
Explain:
· Study site(s)
· Organisms or systems
· Data collection (field, lab, statistics, GIS, interviews)
· Key measurements or variables
· Expected analysis techniques
(No long lists—3–4 core methods only)
🔹 5. Predicted Findings (30–45 seconds)
· Based on theory or existing research
· Simple, logical predictions
· Explain the expected direction of results
🔹 6. Expected Value / Application (20–30 seconds)
· What your dissertation will contribute
· Who benefits (farmers, conservationists, zoos, policy makers)
· How it could inform future research or management
🔹 7. Final Take-Home Message (10–15 seconds)
A single sentence summarising the importance of your dissertation.


Check list 
Tick each item before presenting:
Content
· Clear background
· Focused research question
· Rationale for choosing the topic
· Methods explained simply
· Predictions grounded in theory
· Value of the research
· Clear final take-home message
Slides
· 5–6 slides only
· Large readable text
· Minimal words
· Simple diagrams/images
· No clutter or distracting animations
Delivery
· Under 5 minutes
· Confident voice
· Eye contact
· Shows engagement with topic
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