Background
Village Weavers (Ploceus cucullatus) are small passerine birds widely distributed across sub-Saharan Africa. They show clear sexual dimorphism, seasonal breeding patterns, and variation in body measurements that may be linked to sex, season, and environmental conditions.
As part of a long-term ecological monitoring project, researchers collected morphometric data from Village Weavers captured at a field site in South Africa over multiple months and years. Birds were captured using mist nets set at dawn in the same site. Each captured individual was carefully removed from the net, sexed, and measured before being released.
The dataset provided to you contains the following variables:
· sex – sex of the bird (male or female)
· wing – wing length measured in millimetres (mm)
· weight – body mass measured in grams (g)
· month – month in which the bird was captured
· year – year in which the bird was captured
Some research questions
· Does wing length differ between male and female Village Weavers across months of the year?
· Does weight differ between male and female Village Weavers across months of the year?
· Is there a significant effect of month of capture on wing length in Village Weavers?
