Top Tips for Essay Writing
1. Make a plan: Think clearly about what the title is asking you to do before you start writing.
2. Stay focused on the title: Avoid providing lots of general information that doesn’t directly address the question.
3. Break the question into parts: Identify sub-questions or themes to help structure your answer logically.
4. Avoid waffling: Be clear, concise, and accurate throughout.
5. Identify key command words in the title (e.g., describe, discuss, compare, contrast, evaluate, justify) — these tell you what the marker expects.
6. Use correct scientific terminology where appropriate.
7. Define specialist terms clearly the first time you use them.
8. Be specific: Avoid sweeping generalisations. Support your arguments with clear examples and literature references.
9. Interpret the evidence: Don’t just present facts — explain how the evidence supports (or contradicts) your points.
10. Avoid informal language:
· No slang
· No undefined abbreviations
· No contractions (e.g., write do not instead of don’t; cannot instead of can’t etc.)
11. Use accurate spelling and grammar: This helps your credibility as a writer. Boyle and Ramsey (2017) is an excellent reference for developing grammar skills.
12. Adhere to deadlines: Even excellent work can be penalised or capped (e.g., 40%) if submitted late.

⚠️ Common Essay Writing Errors
· ❌ A lack of focus on the title or question.
· ❌ Making superficial or vague statements without depth or analysis.
· ❌ Not presenting a clear argument — just listing information without evaluating it.
· ❌ Using inappropriate or incorrect scientific vocabulary.
· ❌ Failing to cite sources appropriately.
· ❌ Poor grammar and unclear English expression.
· ❌ Missing deadlines.
More details
✍️ Writing Style and Structure
· ☐ Use PEEL paragraphs:
· Point – Introduce your main idea
· Explain – Clarify and elaborate
· Evidence – Support with facts, studies, or examples
· Link – Tie back to the question or next section
· ☐ Use formal academic tone (third person unless otherwise stated).
· ☐ Write in full sentences; avoid lists or notes unless instructed.

🔢 Scientific Writing Conventions
· ☐ Numbers:
· Write one to nine as words.
· Use numerals for 10 and above.
· ✅ Five samples
· ✅ 12 individuals were observed
· ☐ Units:
· Leave a space between the number and the SI unit.
· ✅ 5 g, 22 °C, 3.5 km
· ❌ 5g, 22°C, 3.5km
· ☐ Always use consistent units and decimal places where comparing values.
· ☐ Use SI units (International System of Units) unless instructed otherwise.

📚 Evidence and Referencing
· ☐ Cite all evidence and ideas that are not your own.
· ☐ Paraphrase where possible, showing understanding in your own words.
· ☐ Use reliable academic sources (journals, books, policy documents).
· ☐ Apply referencing style (e.g., APA 7th edition) consistently. APA 7 referencing | Library | University of Portsmouth
· ☐ Include a reference list or bibliography at the end of your essay.

✅ Final Checks Before Submission
· ☐ Does every paragraph relate directly to the title?
· ☐ Have you defined key terms and used appropriate scientific language?
· ☐ Have you provided analysis, not just description?
· ☐ Have you cited all sources properly?
· ☐ Have you checked for spelling, grammar, and formatting errors?
· ☐ Have you met the word count and formatting requirements?
· ☐ Have you submitted on time?
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