
Writing a first-class dissertation discussion section involves critical analysis, interpretation of results, and integration of findings within the broader context of existing literature. Here's a step-by-step guide to help you craft an excellent discussion section:
1. Restate Research Questions/Objectives: Begin by revisiting your research questions or objectives. Summarize them briefly to remind readers of the focus of your study.
2. Summarize Findings: Provide a concise summary of your key findings. Present the results in a logical order, addressing each research question or objective separately.
3. Interpret Results: Interpret your findings in relation to the research questions or hypotheses. Discuss the significance of each finding and its implications for your field of study.
4. Compare with Literature: Compare your findings with existing literature. Identify similarities, differences, or contradictions between your results and previous research. Discuss how your findings contribute to, support, or challenge existing knowledge.
5. Discuss Limitations: Acknowledge any limitations or weaknesses in your study. This could include methodological limitations, sample size issues, or constraints related to data collection. Explain how these limitations may have influenced your results.
6. Offer Explanations: Provide explanations for unexpected or contradictory findings. Consider alternative interpretations and discuss possible reasons for discrepancies.
7. Consider Theoretical Implications: Discuss the theoretical implications of your findings. Explore how your results contribute to theoretical frameworks in your field and suggest avenues for future research.
8. Address Practical Implications: Consider the practical implications of your findings. Discuss how your research could inform policy, practice, or decision-making in relevant contexts.
9. Reflect on Methodology: Reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of your research methodology. Discuss how your chosen methods influenced your results and consider alternative approaches.
10. Synthesize Key Points: Summarize the main points of your discussion. Emphasize the significance of your findings and their contribution to the existing body of knowledge.
11. Conclude with Recommendations: Conclude your discussion section with recommendations for future research. Identify areas that warrant further investigation based on the gaps or limitations identified in your study.
12. Maintain Objectivity: While discussing your findings, remain objective and avoid overstating or understating their significance. Present a balanced interpretation supported by evidence from your research.
13. Use Clear and Concise Language: Write clearly and concisely, using language that is accessible to your intended audience. Avoid jargon or overly technical terms that may confuse readers.
14. Follow Structured Organization: Organize your discussion section into clear subsections, each addressing a specific aspect of your findings or analysis. This helps to maintain coherence and readability.
15. Revise and Edit: Finally, thoroughly revise and edit your discussion section to ensure clarity, coherence, and accuracy. Pay attention to grammar, punctuation, and formatting to present your ideas effectively.
By following these guidelines, you can create a first-class dissertation discussion section that effectively communicates the significance of your research findings and their implications for your field of study.



Dissertation Discussion and Conclusion Formative

This worksheet aims to support you when writing your discussion and conclusion. These points are to provide you with some guidance as well as some ‘food for thought’. 

Discussion Section

· List 5 strengths of your study

· Now give a brief reason as to why these are strengths of your study

· List 5 areas of improvement of your study 

· Now give a brief reason as to why these are areas of improvement of your study

· What are the key implications of your results (if you have got this far)? Consider how they will impact the industry. Do they support or contradict current findings in the research area?

Conclusion Section
· Here, list 5 key summary points that you think you should include in your conclusion based on your study





